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"Looking forward to mutually beneficial
and long standing relationship with

your esteemed organization"

Prof. Nishith Parida
Director, KIIT School of Rural

Management 

Prof. Surendra Jena
Coordinator,  Village Study Segment 

KIIT School of Rural Management

Message from the Director

Message from the Coordinator

At KIIT School of Rural Management (KSRM) we have always
believed in providing adequate experiential learning to its students
and it is the only institute in the country to have 3 field training
segments for the MBA (Rural Management) students during the 2
years’ period namely Village Study Segment (VSS), Management
Traineeship Segment (MTS)-I and Management Traineeship Segment
(MTS)-II each of around 5 - 10 weeks’ duration. The Village Study
Segment (VSS) is the first field training segment in the sequence,
which has two components, Micro Planning and Social Mobilization.
This field training aims to give the students an exposure to the rural
life and gives them a chance to involve the community in preparing
a comprehensive development plan for them by striking a balance
between the needs of the community and the resources available.
 
We thank the host organizations for their continued support and
request to extend similar kind of support and cooperation for the
18th batch of MBA (RM) students, which will help them in fulfilling
their desired learning objectives.

The Village Study Segment (VSS) component of the MBA (Rural
Management) program provides a preliminary exposure to the
students to the contexts of rural life and develop an
understanding of the realities of the rural people and their
geographical space. It is a building block to enhance their skills in
important components like social institutions/structure,
community mobilization and micro planning, which the students
will be using in their future as rural and development
professionals. It is an opportunity for the students to apply their
knowledge and skills gained in the class room segments of the first
semester in the areas of participatory research, quantitative
methods, livelihoods and development studies among others. The
students also get an opportunity to undertake various activities as
desired by the host organizations that will add value to their skills,
knowledge and attitudinal traits as future development
professionals.



KSRM at a Glance

KIIT School of Rural Management (KSRM) under KIIT
Deemed to be University, Bhubaneswar came into
existence with the laying of the foundation stone jointly
by Dr. Verghese Kurien, Father of the White Revolution
and Prof. Achyuta Samanta, the Founder of KIIT and KISS
group of institutions on 20  November 2006. It was
established to meet the professional needs of rural
firms, rural development organizations, the voluntary
sectors, and corporations with an interest in the rural
economy.

KSRM works to realize its objective through teaching,
training, and doing research in the field of rural
management, as well as producing a new breed of
professional rural managers with appropriate principles
and ethos to assist organizations working to improve
rural economy and development.

KSRM will constantly endeavour to improve the
knowledge and practice content of its academic program
to match national and international standards. It is the
full-fledged institute in the field of rural management
and agribusiness management in the country.

VISION
To use knowledge driven approach

to become a leading global
academic institution in the field of

Rural Management and
Agribusiness Management.

MISSION
Nurturing professional managers with
the necessary knowledge, skills, values
and attitude.
Instilling leadership qualities in
students to bring about a positive
impact on society and business.
Catalyzing the process of holistic and
sustainable rural development, and
minimizing rural-urban divide.
Maintaining a knowledge hub to aid
policy formulation through research
and dissemination.

th



Partnership for Learning and Knowledge Creation
KSRM in 18 years of its existence has built strong network with more than 350 organizations. These
organizations include government departments, NGOs, semi-government organizations, CSR agencies,
development funding agencies and rural MSMEs of national and international repute. This network
benefits KSRM students through active field learning and the organizations through field research and
knowledge creation. This unique partnership is translated on ground through field study components viz.
Village Study Segment (VSS), Management Traineeship Segment (MTS)-I, and Management Traineeship
Segment (MTS)-II. Further, this partnership also offers us new interfaces with our partner organizations in
terms of Management Development Programs (MDP) and research and consulting. KSRM faculty and
students are determined to make such partnerships grow both in quantitative and qualitative terms.
Sixteen batches of students totalling more than 800 were placed successfully with the support of a
growing universe of our partner organizations. 18    batch of MBA (RM) 2024 - 26 is preparing to participate
in the Village Study Segment (VSS) from 18    of November 2024 – 18     of December 2024.

MBA-Rural Management Curriculum
The curriculum of MBA-Rural Management is broad based compared to conventional MBA. The course
has two specific components viz. 4 semesters of Class Room Segment (CRS) spread over 54 weeks and 3
terms of Field Work Segments (FWS) or internship of 34 weeks.

Micro Economic Analysis
Accounting for Managers
Rural Production and Livelihoods
Quantitative Techniques
Rural Society and Polity
Development Research Methods
Managerial Analysis and Communication
Marketing Management-I
Development Perspectives

Field Segment: Village Study Segment (VSS)

Macro Economic Analysis
Finance for Managers
Marketing Research
Organizational Behavior
Management Information Systems
Marketing Management-II
Natural Resource Management and Climate
Change

Field Segment: Management Traineeship Segment
(MTS)-I

Semester- I Semester- II

Semester- III

Policy and Program Interventions for Rural
Development
Development Theory and Practice
Rural Finance and Commercial Banking
Management of Co-operatives and FPOs
Micro Finance
Agri-Business Management

Optionals
Project Management
Rural Marketing
Commodity Trading and Derivatives
E-Business for Rural Enterprises
Operations Research
Agri-Input Marketing
Disaster Management
Gender and Development

Field Segment: Management Traineeship Segment
(MTS)-II

Semester- IV

Human Resource Development and ICT for
Development
Sustainable Development 
Strategic Management
Legal Environment and Business Ethics
Innovation in Rural Development and Enterprises
Yoga and Human consciousness

Optionals
CSR Management
International Trade in Agriculture
Strategic Interventions in Development
Organizations
Procurement and Supply Chain Management
Managing Agricultural Value Chains
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Guidelines for Students' engagement in 
Village Study Segment (VSS), 2024-25

Village Study Segment (VSS) directly addresses the problem of the division between theory and practice
by integrating the development of practice with the construction of research knowledge in a cyclical
process. Further, the Participatory Action Research (PAR) is considered as a subset of action research,
which is the “systematic collection and analysis of data for the purpose of taking action and making
change” by generating practical knowledge. Ideally, the purpose of all action research is to impart social
change, with a specific action (or actions) as the ultimate goal. The PAR is not only a research that is
followed by action; it is an action that is researched, changed, and re-researched within the research
process by the students and participants. The KSRM's MBA (Rural Management) first year students utilize
Participatory Action Research for completing the tasks assigned to them in VSS component.

1. Village Study (20 days)
The objective of this component is to make the
students develop an understanding of village
ethnography, socio-economic profile, natural
resource base, livelihoods, infrastructure and
communication, the status of health, education,
kinship, religion, economy, polity, access to
market, local self-governance, Public Distribution
System (PDS), water and sanitation, and any other
aspects specific to the context. This component
should also help the students understand the
major programs implemented in the village. The
students will use different conventional
methodologies and tools Observation, Interviews,
Focused Group Discussions, Case Studies, Life
histories, Genealogies etc., for collection of the
data from different stakeholders of the
community. Apart from the conventional methods
and tools they will use Participatory
Methodologies like Participatory Rural Appraisal
(PRA), Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA), Appreciative
Inquiry for Data Collection.

2.Understanding Development
Organization (7 days)
The purpose of this component is to make the
students develop an understanding of how
development organizations get engaged with the
community. The students are expected to carry out
assignments given by the organization in the study
locale.

Students will undertake voluntary work in the
villages in consultation with the host organization.
We request all our partner organizations to engage
students primarily in these tasks. Since the
students would have just completed three months
in the MBA (RM) program, they may not be
prepared for relatively higher-level assignments.
The host organization's reporting officers are
hereby requested to facilitate undertaking of all
the three components through monitoring the
work progress of students. The host organizations
are required to do objective grading of students'
work during VSS.

3.  NSS Activity (2 days)



Odisha 51

West Bengal 14

Jharkhand 8

Bihar 6

Andhra Pradesh 4

Telangana 3

Uttar Pradesh 2

Rajasthan 2

Delhi 1

Participation in Village Study Segment (VSS): Open Invitation
KSRM invites all partner organizations ranging from NGOs, corporate houses with business portfolio and
commitment towards rural sector, cooperatives, farmer producer organizations and social enterprises
involved in rural development to participate in this a month long VSS, scheduled between 18    November
to 18  December 2024. As KSRM continues to expand its horizons in the country, we welcome new
organizations also to participate in this segment.

Student's Preparations for the Task
We would like to assure our partner organizations that our students would have been prepared well for
the VSS component through a mix of research courses and live field training in using tools and techniques
of action research.

Profile of the Students
A brief profile of the current batch (2024-26) of MBA (RM) students in terms of academic background and
state of domicile is given below:

VSS  DATELINES

12      November 2024 – 26      December 2024th th

Receiving project offers and location details
from the host organization

1.

Allocation of projects and host organizations2.
In-house Workshop3.
Reporting of students at the organizations4.
Draft report presentation and submission to
the host organizations

5.

Relieving of students from host organization6.
Reporting at KSRM7.

12     November, 2024
 
13     November, 2024
14     November, 2024
18     November, 2024
17     December, 2024
 
18     December, 2024
20     December, 2024th

th

th
th

th

th

th

th

th



Salient Features - VSS (2024-26)
Name of the students: Ashmita Thakuri, Avipsa Sengupta
and Sampa Garai
Name of the project: A Study of Basarha Village, Vaishali
District, Bihar
Host organisation: Aga Khan Rural Support Programme
(AKRSP), India
Description: During our internship at AKRSP in Basarha
village, we conducted Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA)
household surveys to understand community livelihoods.
Using tools like Socio-Resource maps and Venn diagrams, we
identified challenges such as high farm equipment rental
costs and Neelgai attacks on crops. We developed
microplans to address these issues.

Name of the students: Ananya Panda, Bitun B. Sing,
Muskan Agrawal, Sonali Satpathy and Sunaram
Murmu
Name of the project: – Bottom up Approach,
Microplanning and Usage of PRA tools in Kantasaru
village of Chandragiri, Odisha
Host organisation: People Rural Education and
Mobilization (PREM), Odisha
Description: During ARS we were assigned to PREM
(People's Rural Education Movement) on bottom-up
planning. We did our village study at Kantasaru village
in the Gajapati district of Odisha. In our study, we got
to know about the village profile, their culture,
traditions and the socio-economic conditions of the
people living there through different PRA tools and
household surveys. We got a wider knowledge of the
PVTGs lifestyle. Through this exposure, we were able
to do micro-planning for the problems they are
mainly facing. We got to know about the
implementation of different govt. schemes mainly
MGNREGA and INDIRA AWAS YOJANA and also the
influence of politics in rural development. 

Our NSS activity focused on introducing Zero Budget
Natural Farming (ZBNF) and zero energy cool
chambers to the community. We also explained how
zero energy cool chambers can help preserve
produce, reducing food wastage and increasing
income. By combining these practices, the
community can create a more sustainable and
resilient food system.

We also led NSS activities on handwashing and menstrual hygiene at local primary-middle school. Apart
from this we also surveyed female beneficiaries across nine villages of Vaishali district to assess the
impact of nutrition/kitchen garden interventions done by AKRSP. 



Name of the students: Ankita Mohanty, Ayesha Nayak and
Suryansh Tonk
Name of the project: Village Study and Community
Mobilization of a Rural Village of U.P.
Host organisation: Sahabhagi Shikshan Kendra (SSK)
Description: We did our action research segment at Biswa
Block, Sitapur district, Uttar Pradesh. The grassroots-level
experience was tremendous; we got to learn regarding their
culture, beliefs, agricultural practices, customs, and daily
way of life. 

We used PRA tools, Focused Group Discussion (FGDs),
questionnaires, and one-to-one interaction for collecting the
data, and through this process we got to know their major
problems, gaps in government policies, improper
implementation of projects, and many other eye opening
things. We also get to engage in the UNICEF supported Bal
Sabha program; we mobilize students and members of the
village to form Bal Sabha; we also explain the role of each
line department and its importance to the students. It was a
unique program facilitated by SSK. 

Overall experience in SSK was insightful and enriching. We
were given the scope to learn, experiment, and explore at the
grassroots level. We also had a handful of learnings.

Name of the students: Akash Mal, Padmini Patro, Priti
Simran Bala, Shital Sethi and Subhashree Mohapatra.
Name of the project: Village study and Impact Assessment of
Mega Watershed Project in Khuntpani and Chaibasa
Host organisation: Kalamandir: The Celluloid Chapter Art
Foundation
Description: Our ARS internship in Jharkhand involved a
comprehensive study of the Mega Watershed Project. We
focused on Chotaguntia village, a Ho tribal community, using
Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) to understand local
challenges and opportunities. By assessing the project's
impact on livelihoods, we developed micro-planning
strategies for vulnerable women's groups in five villages.

Working closely with communities, we created sustainable
and context-specific solutions. Our engagement with
women's groups provided valuable insights into their
strengths, resilience, and unique perspectives. Under the
guidance of our field officer and faculty mentor, we
translated theoretical concepts into practical action plans.
This hands-on experience deepened our understanding of
rural development and reinforced our dedication to
empowering rural communities through inclusive, people-
centric solutions.



Name of the students: Anish Patnaik and Samadhan Rath
Name of the project: Situation Analysis of 20 villages in Gop
Block and Impact analysis of Fish Cultivation Intervention
Host organisation: Praytn Sanstha
Description: We assessed the socio economics of the villages,
found out the gaps in development process, suggested
possible solutions after doing due diligence and extensive
research. We also did impact analysis of the Integrated Rural
Development Program of the HDFC Bank implemented with
the help of Prayatn Sanstha. We developed a Children
Parliament in every village to develop leadership in them and
make them aware of their fundamental rights.

We conducted an impact analysis of fish cultivation in
Erabanga village, adopted as a livelihood due to frequent
cyclone damage to crops. Our findings showed well-
maintained ponds, systematic feeding, and strong community
involvement. Members of the Fishery Interest Group were
knowledgeable, and the intervention resulted in healthier fish
production, offering a sustainable income source. This
initiative also strengthened community cooperation and
resilience.

Name of the students: Sutapa Roy and Ritushree Manna
Name of the project: Basudha: Environmental Projects
Enriching both Rural Communities and the Environment
Host organisation: Change Initiatives 

Description: We conducted a comprehensive Baseline
Survey in Harolpara and Bhabanandapur-Keora villages,
Birbhum district, West Bengal, to assess the socio-economic
conditions and key challenges faced by the communities.
Utilizing Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) tools, Focus
Group Discussions (FGDs), and household surveys, we gained
valuable insights into the daily realities, cultural practices,
and livelihood strategies of the villagers. This allowed for an
in-depth analysis of their coping mechanisms in the face of
economic and environmental hardships.

Our efforts were aimed at not only documenting current conditions but also empowering local
communities by introducing sustainable solutions, raising awareness about environmental conservation,
and enhancing resilience through collaborative efforts.

In addition to the survey, we led critical National Service
Scheme (NSS) initiatives aimed at fostering community
awareness and sustainable practices. These included a
"Healthy Eyes" awareness campaign in Bhabanandapur and
Harolpara, which focused on preventive healthcare. We also
worked with Self-Help Groups (SHGs) in Najat, North 24
Parganas, to promote mangrove plantation and reduce
plastic usage—vital for environmental preservation in
cyclone-prone regions.



Name of the students: Arjeet Mishra, Gayatri Badajena, S.
Anwesha.
Name of the project: Comprehensive Analysis of NTFPs
through PRA. 
Host organisation: VASUNDHARA 
Description: Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) is a valuable
tool for understanding local communities' interactions with
Non-Timber Forest produces (NTFPs). By employing various
participatory techniques, PRA can gather insights into NTFP
species, their uses, harvesting practices, and the socio-
economic benefits they provide. This information is crucial
for sustainable management and conservation of NTFP
resources, ensuring their continued availability for future
generations.

 Host Organizations of ARS, MBA (RM) for 2023-25 Batch

AKRSP, Bihar1.
Access Development Services,
West Bengal

2.

Badlao Foundation, Jharkhand3.
CYSD, Odisha4.
PREM, Odisha5.
Kausalya Foundation, Bihar6.
Karnataka Health Promotion
Trust, Karnataka

7.

Vikramshila, West Bengal8.
PRADAN, Odisha9.
Miracle Foundation, Jharkhand10.
Change Initiatives, West Bengal11.

12. Sahabhagi Sikshan Kendra(SSK), UP
13. Kalamandir, Jharkhand
14. Teens of God, Haryana
15. Foundation for Ecological Security
(FES), Odisha
16. ORMAS, Odisha
17. Praytn, Rajasthan
18. Gram Vikas, Odisha
19. Mahatma Gandhi National Council
of Rural Education, KSRM, Odisha
20.SAMARTHAN Centre for
Development Support, Chhattisgarh
21. WOSCA, Odisha
22.Vasundhara, Odisha



Prof. Damodar Jena  
Dean, KIIT School of
Rural Management
Ph.D. (Analytical and
Applied Economics) Utkal
University, M.Phil.
(Economics), University
of Madras
Current Interests:
Climate Change,
Environment and
Sustainable
Development, Disaster
Risk and NRM, Public
Policy and Human
Development,
Sustainable Agriculture
Email:
damodarjena@ksrm.ac.in

Prof. Ganesha H S
Ph.D. (KIIT Deemed to be
University),
PGDRM(IRMA), BVSc
(UAS, Bengaluru)
Current Interests:
Quantitative Techniques,
Project Management,
Spreadsheet based DSS,
Data Envelopment
Analysis (DEA), Financial
Management, Marketing
Research, Development
Projects and
Microfinance, Business
Analytics
Email:
hsganesha@ksrm.ac.in

KIIT School of Rural Management- Faculty Profile
Prof. Nishith Parida                              
Director, KIIT School of
Rural Management
PGDM (IIM Ahmedabad)
, B.Sc. Agriculture G AH
(G B Pant Univ,
Pantnagar) 
Email:
director@ksrm.ac.in

Prof. V. Venkatakrishnan
Ph.D. (Development
Studies), ISEC Bangalore,
University of Mysore,
1999
Current Interests: ICT for
Development, e-
Business, Decentralized
Governance, Sustainable
Livelihoods, and Rural
Development Policies
Email: venkat@ksrm.ac.in

Prof. Nirmal K Mandal
Pursuing Ph.D. (KIIT
Deemed to be
University) PGDRM,
IRMA, Anand, Gujarat
Current Interests: e-
Governance,
Publicpolicy,
Innovations for
Development, CSR,
Sustainable Agriculture,
Sustainable
Development
Email:
nirmal@ksrm.ac.in

Prof. Prasanta Parida
Ph.D. (Management) at
Utkal University, BBSR
Current Interests:
MarketingResearch and
Rural Marketing
Email:
prasanta.parida@ksrm.ac
.in
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Prof. Srilata Patnaik
Ph.D. (Rural
Management) at Xavier
Institute of
Management,
Bhubaneswar
Current Interests:
Sustainable Livelihoods,
Public Policy and
Qualitative Research
Email: srilata@ksrm.ac.in

Prof. Debasish Mohapatra
Ph.D. (Rural Management)
KIIT Deemed to be
University, Bhubaneshwar
PGDRM(XIMB)
Bhubaneshwar B.Sc (Agri)
OUAT , Bhubaneshwar
Current Intrests: Smart
Agriculture, Agribusiness,
Community Institutions
and Value Chain, Climate
Change and NRM
Email:debasish.mohapatra
@ksrm.ac.in

Prof. Surendra Jena
Ph.D and M.Phil ( Social
Anthropology), Delhi
University
Current Interests:
Development Theory and
Practices, Social
Institutions and Structure,
Tribal Studies,
Ethnography,
Participatory Research,
Community Health and
Nutrition, Social
Accountability, Local self-
governance and
Decentralized Planning.
Email:
surendra.jena@ksrm.ac.in

KIIT School of Rural Management- Faculty Profile

Prof. Jyotiranjan
Gochhayat
Ph.D. (IIT Kharagpur),
M.Tech. (Human
Resources Development G
Management, IIT
Kharagpur), B.Tech.
(Agricultural Engineering,
OUAT) Current Interests:
Human Resources G
Organizational Behaviour,
Leadership, Workplace
Well-beings
Email:
jyotiranjan@ksrm.ac.in

Prof. Sukumar Dash
MBA,University of Delhi
MA, University of Delhi
Current Interests: Supply
Chain,Sustainability, Agri
Cooperatives,Commodity
Trading
Email:sukumar.dash@ksr
m.ac.in

Prof. Somnath Dutta
Ph.D. (Pursuing) Strategic
Management MBM (IIT
Kharagpur)
Bsc.Tech Textile
Technology, University of
Calcutta.
Current Interest:
corporate and
Competitive strategy,
social entrepreneurship,
Marketing, branding ,
business ethics and
sustainable development.
Email:somnath.dutta@ksr
m.ac.in
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KIIT School of Rural Management
Kanhan Campus No.17, At / Po: KIIT University, Bhubaneswar - 751024

KIIT is committed to high-quality research and provides outstanding facilities and a supportive environment for
our academics and students. KIIT’s research portfolio extends across many different areas including, but not
limited to biotechnology, medicine; rural management; physical activity and nutrition; education; and social and
mental health

KIIT Green is a bold initiative of KIIT to control environmental pollution. The University has drawn an ambitious
plan to make the KIIT campus totally vehicle- free. Besides mass plantation and limiting vehicular pollution other
environment friendly initiatives under KIIT Green are rainwater harvesting, sewerage treatment, bio-gas, solar
energy etc.

KIIT School of Rural Management (KSRM) under KIIT Deemed to be University, Bhubaneswar came into existence
with the laying of the foundation stone jointly by Dr. Verghese Kurien, Father of the White Revolution and Prof.
(Dr.) Achyuta Samanta, the Founder of KISS and KIIT Group of institutions on 20th November 2006. It was
established to meet the professional needs of rural firms, rural development organizations, the voluntary sector,
and corporations with an interest in the rural economy. KSRM works to realize its objective through teaching,
training, and doing research in the field of rural management, as well as producing a new breed of professional
rural managers with appropriate principles and ethos to assist organizations working to improve rural economy
and development.
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